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(AFGHANISTAN; FROM DARIUS TO AMANULLAH,1929.)
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“What was important was that the Afghan kingdom should be
maintained in an intact and prosperous condition to carry out
its time-honored function of le’ tat tampion between India and
Rus-sia. The Amir had several ambitions: firstly, that he
should no longer be bound to submit his foreign relationships
to Great Britain; sec-ondly, that he should be *Shah,” or
"King," as the Durani’s were, and not - ""Amir ""--and here it
may be remarked that *"Amir, or ""Leader,” was a title of Dost
Muhammad's choosing as better suit-ed to the democratic
Afghan conception than **Shah'; thirdly, that he should deal



directly with Great Britain and not with the Gover-nor-
General of India; and fourthly, that as a free king he should
have his ministers and consuls where he liked, and receive at
Kabul such ministers of other nationalities as he wanted. There
were other desires, but these were the main ones. He was also
anxious to be recognized as having some control over the
Pathan tribes within the British boundary, i.e., within the
Durand Line, or at the very least, obtain from the British some
guarantee that punishment would not be exacted from them
for their rebellion at the time of the Afghan invasion. Under
the existing conditions, none of these proposals were worth
fighting over, save that any assurance about our action to-
wards our tribes, we were not prepared to give. Afghanistan’s
complete independence was true, a reversal of much that we
had long contended for. But we had always interfered with the
sole object because of having this prosperous and self-
supporting king-dom intact and definite against either Persian
or Russian aggression”.
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“Under__the new treaty, however, we recognized the
independence of Afghanistan, and we agreed to the new Amir
adopting the title of ""King"* and being in direct communication
with London _and with the rest of the world. This had been
denounced as a humiliating arrangement and a giving away of
all we had bled for_in the past. It was quite true to say so.
However, all the old agreements were made with the intention
of maintaining a strong buffer between India and Russia,
whether imperial or Soviet. The collapse of Russia as an
aggressive threat had disappeared, it was thought, for many
years. Our government, at home, had its hands more than
full. As we were to see a little later in Turkey, the Empire was
too tired to stir to Mr. Lloyd George's call, and diplomacy, as
well as wisdom, pointed to the advisability of a treaty with
Afghanistan on the best terms available.
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On our side, we saved the cost of the annual subsidy and
were relieved of treaty entanglements regarding the defense of
Afghanistan. It was, of course, obvious that the necessity for
protecting Afghanistan against aggression must always remain,
not because of a treaty or promise, but because of the hard
facts of our geographical position and the justice of the case.
The want of any promise would not change the possibilities of
action but would give us a freer hand if necessity should arise.
Even with the old agreement, the Amir had never been able to
agree to our officers coming to the frontier or studying plans
on the spot, and Abdul Rahman had given sufficient reasons
for not inviting either the British or the Russians to train his
armies. With the change of affairs in Kabul, we should attain
our long-needed objective of a European instead of a Muslim
representative in Afghanistan, whose presence as one among
the many agents of the countries of Europe would not be likely
to afford pretexts for the furies of a mob.” (p.282-6)
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