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As a former IDF soldier and historian of
genocide, I was deeply disturbed by my recent
visit to Israel:
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This summer, one of my lectures was protested by far-right students.

Their rhetoric brought to mind some of the darkest moments of

20th-century history — and overlapped with mainstream Israeli views
to a shocking degree
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When | went

to Gaza | met

Samson coming out ripping his clothes

on his scratched face rivers flowed

and the houses bent to let him

pass

his pains uprooted trees and got caught up in the
tangled

roots. In the roots were strands of his

hair.

His head shone like a skull made of rock

and his faltering steps tore up my tears

Samson walked dragging a weary sun

shattered windowpanes and chains in Gaza’s sea
were drowned. | heard how

the earth groaned under his steps,

how he slit her gut. Samson’s

shoes screeched when he walked.
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