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British empire killed 165 million Indians in 40
years: How colonialism inspired fascism
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A scholarly study found that British colonialism caused

approximately 165 million deaths in India from 1880 to 1920, while

stealing trillions of dollars of wealth. The global capitalist system

was founded on European imperial genocides, which inspired Adolf
Hitler and led to fascism.
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rate was already very high by international standards. If we measure excess mortality
over England’s 16th- and 17th-century average death rate, we find 165 million excess
deaths in India between 1880 and 1920 (Appendix V). This figure is larger than the
combined number of deaths from both World Wars, including the Nazi holocaust.

Table 3. Mortality and longevity in late 19th- and early 20th-century India (compared to early
modern England).

Life Crude death rate Excess deaths, millions Excess deaths, millions
expectancy  (per 1,000 people)  (normal (normal mortality = England
(years) mortality = India 1880s) 16th- 17th century)
England
16th-~ 358 27.18 - -
17th ¢
India
1881-90 26.7 372 27
1891-00 228 446 21 49
1901-10 254 39.9 8 37
1911-20 219 44.2 21 52
Total - - 50 165
Source: Dyson (2018, pp. 126, 279-280); Wrigley & Schofield (1981, p. 528).

Indian life expectancy did not reach the level of early modern England (35.8 years)
until 1950, after decolonization.”” The post-independence government succeeded in
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