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Conclusion

A few years ago, China, Russia and other SCO countries have started trading
among themselves in their local currencies with a non-western monetary
transfer system, using mostly the Chinese Cross-Border Interbank
Payment System (CIPS). It is out of control of the western SWIFT transfer
system, thereby escapes the sanctions regime of the US. Gradually, the SCO
and associated countries are detaching themselves from the western dollar-
based fiat system.

In terms of trading, the SCO countries, mainly China, control most of the
Asian markets, even making rapid inroads into Japan and Australia, and are
evermore present in Latin America and Africa. Before long Europe will see the
light and turn eastwards. It would be a wise decision. Dealing first within the
confines of the huge Eurasian landmass, including the Middle East and parts
of Africa — has been the logical way of trading since the Ancient Silk Road,
more than 2,000 years ago.

China has a great visionary future that had already begun 70 years ago, and
was enhanced six years ago with President Xi Jinping’s launching of the Belt
and Road Initiative. BRI will continue spanning the globe for the next at least
50 to 100 years, spreading development in a multi-polar world, stressing
equality and wellbeing for all. BRI investments may be counted in the multi-
multi trillions and will be funded by China and the participating countries, with
a socio-economic return that cannot be expressed in sheer monetary terms,
as investments will also bring unfathomable social benefits, poverty reduction,



improved health, higher and better education and, generally improving
people’s wellbeing.

The bright side of this initiative, is the Chinese philosophy of non-aggression,
of diplomacy to resolve conflicts and of promoting peaceful economic
coexistence and development around the globe.

China’s determination to develop with a “green” economy, a “green” BRI and
a horizontal distributive growth that emphasizes equality and inclusion is a
landmark model for the world to embrace. It is a model to construct a
Community with a Shared Future for Mankind.

*
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Two More U.S. Deaths for Nothing
In Afghanistan

by Jacob G. Hornberger

November 20, 2019

Two more U.S. soldiers have been killed during combat-support operations in Afghanistan. This brings to 19
the number of U.S. soldiers killed so far this year in the U.S. government’s forever war in that country. A total
of 2,400 U.S. soldiers have been killed in Afghanistan since the U.S. invaded the country in 2001. It is
unknown how many people U.S. forces have killed in Afghanistan because the U.S. government’s policy is
to not keep track of the number of foreigners who are killed.

An interesting question arises: What will U.S. officials tell the family members of those two dead soldiers?
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Will they be told that they died for freedom? If so, it will be a lie, just as it was a lie when U.S. officials told
the families of 58,000 American soldiers the same thing when their bodies were brought back from the long
war in Vietnam. American soldiers killing and dying in Afghanistan are not defending the freedom of the
American people because no one in Afghanistan is threatening the freedom of the American people.

In other words, the Taliban are not marshaling their forces in Afghanistan with the intent of invading the
United States, conquering the nation, taking over the federal government and the IRS, and enslaving the
American people. They are not organizing hundreds of thousands of transport ships and planes, rounding up
millions of invading forces, and establishing billion-dollar supply lines to cross the Atlantic with the aim of
invading and occupying the United States. They are simply vying for power in a civil war within their own
country after being ousted from power by the U.S. government during its 2002 invasion.

The “harboring” rationale

U.S. officials might tell the family of those men that they died to prevent the Taliban from again “harboring” al
Qaeda. If so, that too will be a lie.

The U.S. government never had any evidence of Taliban complicity in the 9/11 attacks. Simply because an
accused terrorist is living in a certain country doesn’t make the government of that country complicit in
terrorist attacks carried out by people living within the country.

Moreover, one would think that if the U.S. officials use the harboring-terrorists rationale to justify the deaths
of those two soldiers, their families might at some point wonder why terrorists need Afghanistan to plan anti-
American terrorist attacks, given that there are hundreds of other countries around the world where such
plans can be made.

Regime-change war and extradition

The reason that U.S. official decided to initiate a regime-change war against the Taliban regime is because
the Taliban regime refused to comply with the unconditional extradition demand for al Qaeda leader Osama
bin Laden. But under the law, the Taliban regime was not required to comply with that unconditional
extradition demand because there was no extradition treaty between Afghanistan and the United States. In



any event, that’s why the U.S. waged war against Afghanistan — not because the Taliban had knowingly
“harbored” an accused terrorist but because it refused to comply with the U.S. government’s unconditional
extradition demand, which it was entitled to do under the law. Thus, the war against the Taliban was about
extradition, which is not the noblest or most glorious thing to die for.

Interventionism and perpetual war

There is something else to consider: Anti-American terrorism, including the 9/11 attacks, is rooted in U.S.
interventionism abroad. That’s what makes the U.S. government’s “war on terrorism” a perpetual war, which
in turn ensures ever-increasing budgets for the military-industrial complex and also ensures the continued
destruction of American liberty. U.S. soldiers kill people over there, and the family members and friends of
the victims retaliate by killing U.S. soldiers or other Americans, which then causes U.S. forces to kill more

people over there, and on and on.

The original reason for invading Afghanistan some 16 years ago was to get Osama bin Laden and bring him
to justice for complicity in the 9/11 attacks. It's worth mentioning that they killed bin Laden a long time ago
and yet U.S. troops have been kept in Afghanistan, where they have been killing and dying for years
thereafter.

An illegal war and ignoble deaths

There is another point worth mentioning. The U.S. Constitution requires the president to secure a declaration
of war from Congress before he and his military can legally wage war against another nation-state. That
never happened, which means that for 18 long years U.S. forces have been killing and dying in a war that is
illegal under our form of government.

Of course, U.S. officials could tell the families of those two dead soldiers that they died so that U.S. officials
could arrive at some face-saving arrangement with the Taliban that would enable them to withdraw from
Afghanistan with “victory.” My hunch, however, is that they’re not going to tell family members that that’s
what their loved ones died for because that certainly wouldn’t strike most anyone as being a worthy thing to
die for.

The U.S. government should tell the families of those two dead soldiers the truth: they died for nothing, just
as 58,000 American soldiers died for nothing in the Vietham War. The realization that one’s loved ones died
for nothing would be painful but at least it would be the truth.



