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128. See "The Soviet Union and Afghanistan, 1978-1989: Documents from the Soviet and East
German Archives," and "Transcripts of CPSU Politburo Discussions on Afghanistan, 17-19
March 1979," Woodrow Wilson Center, Cold War International History Project Bulletin 8-9,
Winter 1996-97, pp. 136-145, hereafter cited as CWIHP.

129. Ibid., p. 139.

130. Ibid., p. 144. For deployment of the 201st Motorized Rifle Division into Afghanistan, see
IIM, Soviet Options in Afghanistan, p. 47.

131. See "Meeting of the Politburo of the Central Committee—17 March 1979," from the
"Transcripts...." cited in footnote 126, pp. 136-140.

132. Ibid, p. 137.

133. Ibid., pp. 139-140.

134. lbid., pp. 137-139.

135. Ibid . The recommendations are summarized on p. 140. The "who will be fighting" passage
appears on p. 138, in remarks by Kirilenko.

136. Ibid ., pp. 141-142.

137. 1bid ., p. 142.

138. Ibid ., p. 143. The record of the 19 March 1979 session is on pp. 143-145.

139. Ibid ., p. 144.

140. For a sample, see the documents dated 17,18, 20 and 22 March; 14 April; 24 May; 19-21
July, and 25 August 1979, CWIHP Bulletin 8-9, pp. 145-154. Garthoff, Détente and
Confrontation, p. 1008, provides a list of six other documents showing Afghan requests for

troops.




141. "Gromyko-Andropov-Ustinov-Ponomarev Report to the CPSU CC on the Situation in
Afghanistan, 28 June 1979," in "The Soviet Union and Afghanistan, 1979-1989," CWIHP
Bulletin 8-9, pp. 152-153. Regarding the increase in troops at Bagram to an estimated 600 around
August-September 1979, see US Embassy Kabul 73194, 3 October 1979, at the National
Security Archive, Nobel Compendium. Regarding the approval, see Garthoff, Détente and
Confrontation, p. 998, note 57 on Protocol 156 of the 29 June Politburo meeting.

142. US Embassy Kabul 7319, 3 October 1979, for example, describes the detachments of Soviet
soldiers providing security in Kabul wearing Afghan Army uniforms.




