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115. Ibid., p. 33 regarding airborne preparations, pp. 29 and 35 on the logistic buildup, pp. 29

and 47 regarding the 5th Guards Motorized Rifle Division, and p. 38 on the NID report on
securing the road to Kabul. The name "Salang Pass" is based on the author’s participation in the
intelligence deliberations at the time. Press articles soon after the invasion quoted US officials as
saying the securing of the "Salang Pass" was one of the warning signals for a Soviet invasion.
See "US Believes Amin Ousted Because He Refused to Accept Soviet Troops,” The New York
Times, 2 January 1980, p. Al4.

116. Ibid ., p. 35, gives excerpts from the text of the 19 December 1979 Alert Memorandum and
from the 20 December 1979 NID .

117. "Soviet Buildup Seen At Afghan Border," The New York Times, 22 December 1979
(dateline 21 December 1979), p. Al; "US Voices Concern Repeatedly to Moscow Over Afghan
Buildup," The New York Times, 23 December 1979 (dateline 22 December 1979), p. 11 (both
stories by Rick Burt); "Hodding Carter Brief at State,” The Washington Post, 22 December 1979,
p. Al5; "US Worries About Possibility of Soviet Dominance in Afghanistan,” The Washington
Post, 23 December 1979, p.1 (story by Don Obendorfer). Moscow immediately issued a denial,
asserting in its own media on 23 December 1979 that US reports of Soviet combat troops moving
into Afghanistan were "pure invention"” designed to camouflage US efforts to subvert the Afghan
government by supporting insurgents. See FBIS Soviet Union edition of 26 December 1979, p.
D1, and "Soviets Deny Charge on Afghans,” The New York Times, 24 December 1979, p. A9.

118. Gates, From the Shadows, p. 133; At the time, Gates was assistant to National Security
Advisor Brzezinski.

119. 1IM, The Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan, p. 38. Various accounts give different times for the
beginning of the invasion, but on Christmas Eve the author received a phone call from the
National Intelligence Officer for Warning, who had been summoned to the CIA Operations
Center, informing him the airlift was under way.

120. Ibid ., pp. 37-38 and pp. 45-46.

121. Ibid., pp. 38-39 and 62 describe the NID and DIN reporting of these events.



122. 1bid . As is noted later, subsequent information shows these troop estimates were low by
more than half.

123. Intelligence on the sham origins of the radio broadcast (the text is in the FBIS Middle East
edition of 28 December 1979, p. S1) was reported the next day and sent to various embassies.
See State Department cable 333161, in the National Security Archive Afghan Compendium. The
intelligence picture of these events, including the fake radio broadcast, was also given to the
press. See "Afghan President Ousted and Executed in Kabul Coup reportedly with Soviet Help,"
The New York Times, 28 December 1979, p. Al, and "Carter Tells Soviet Union to Pull Troops
Out of Afghanistan,” The New York Times, 30 December 1979, p. 1. Accounts based on
subsequent information are in Bradsher, Afghanistan and the Soviet Union, pp. 180-182, and
Garthoff, Détente and Confrontation, pp. 1018-10109.

124. In addition to the articles of 28 and 30 December in The New York Times cited above, this
description includes information the author gained from his participation in the intelligence
coverage.

125. 1IM, The Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan, pp. 39, 46-47; "New Afghan Regime Says
Moscow Agrees to Send In Additional Aid,” The New York Times, 29 December 1979, p. 1;
"Carter Tells Soviet Union to Pull Its Troops Out of Afghanistan,” The New York Times, 30
December 1979, p. 1; "Soviet Union Says It Sent a Limited Force to Help Afghans Repel
Aggressor,” The New York Times, 31 December, p. Al; "Tripling of Soviet Forces,” The
Washington Post, 30 December, p. Al.

126. FBIS Middle East edition of 28 December 1979, p. S2; The New York Times, 29 December
1979, op. cit.

127. Brzezinski, Power and Principle, p. 429.



