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this conclusion, quite logically, from the fact that newly arrived Soviet units were discovered at
Bagram a few days later, indicating that some flights had indeed gone there. But there is no
question that there also were flights into Kabul. Defense attaches at the US Embassy saw the
aircraft there.

103. These deployments and the NID and DIN reports are described in the declassified 11IM, The
Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan, pp. 24-26. As these intelligence reports were being disseminated,
the press was reporting an Afghan rebel supporter’s claim that the number of Soviet advisors had
jumped to 25,000, a figure which, at that time, was greatly exaggerated. See “Afghan Guerilla
Says Soviets Have Greatly Expanded Advisor Forces,” The New York Times, 11 December 1979,
p. Ad. The State Department responded to these stories by publicly reaffirming the estimate of
3,500 to 4,000 military advisors and an equal number of civilian advisors.

104. 1IM, The Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan, p. 26.
105. The author was present at this meeting.

106. The fact that the Embassy reported these sightings is described in Bradsher, Afghanistan
and the Soviet Union, p. 176. He notes that this was reported in The Washington Star on 13
December, p. A10, modestly not mentioning that at the time he was covering events in
Afghanistan for the Star . Description of the analysts’ interpretations is based on the author’s
participation in the assessments, and recently was affirmed in interviews of persons stationed at
the time at the US Embassy in Kabul.

107. 1IM, The Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan, pp. 29, 33 and 47.

108. Brzezinski’s memorandum to the DCI, Publicizing the Soviet Forces in Afghanistan, 10
December 1979, is in the Nobel Compendium.

109. Schulman’s meeting with the Soviet chargé is described in a declassified cable in the Nobel
Compendium-Additional Materials Volume. The instruction to the US ambassador—in State
Department Cable 323556, 15 December 1979—is referred to in a cable from the US Embassy in
Moscow reporting on the Soviet reaction—Moscow 27530, 17 December 1979, also in the Nobel
Compendium.

110. Record of the meeting of the Special Coordination Committee, 17 December 1979,
“Subject: Iran,” Nobel Compendium.

111. Ibid .
112. US Embassy Moscow 27530, 17 December 1979, op. cit. The transmission time shown on

this cable is 0937 EST, and the record of the White House meeting that day shows it was still in
session at that time.
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113. The FBIS Middle East edition of 21 December 1979, p. S2, gives an account of the Kabul
radio broadcast of 20 December. A subsequent account appeared in The New York Times on 2
January 1980, p. 1. A good description is in Bradsher, Afghanistan and the Soviet Union, p. 178,

who notes (footnote 45) that some accounts gave a different date.
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